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In	 this	 text	we	 present	 a	discussion	 on	 some	 theoretical	models	 that	
support	 the	 study	 of	 educational	 organizations,	 focusing	 on	
bureaucratic	and	anarchic	models	 in	an	 integrative	perspective,	dual,	
supported	by	the	diptych	mode	of	operation	proposed	by	Lima	[9],[10].	
The	 study	 aims	 to	 present	 sociological	 perspectives	 for	 the	
understanding	and	interpretation	of	educational	organizations	focusing	
on	bureaucratic	and	anarchic	models.	It	is,	therefore,	a	theoretical	essay	









The	 construction	of	 this	 theoretical	 essay	was	anchored	 in	our	experience	as	 teachers	of	 	Basic	
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Educational	 institutions	 are	 complex,	 historical,	 dynamic	 and	 constantly	 moving	 contexts;	
therefore,	even	if	the	guidelines	prescribed	in	official	documents	are	homogeneous	for	all	schools,	
even	if	it	is	possible	to	identify	socio-cultural	characteristics	in	different	schools,	there	are	elements	
that	 are	 unique	 in	 the	 school	 context,	 which	 are	 the	 hidden	 structures	 [18]	 of	 educational	




aware	 of	 the	 limitation	 of	 this	 production,	 given	 the	 various	 possibilities	 of	 analysis	models	 of	




hand,	 the	 rational-bureaucratic	 and	 social	 system	 perspectives	 that	 group	 other	models,	 which	
emphasize	 the	 objectives,	 planning,	 connection,	 conjunction,	 and	 order	 of	 educational	
organizations;	2)	on	the	other	hand,	there	are	the	perspectives	of	organized	anarchy,	ambiguity,	and	





The	 study	was	 fundamentally	 based	 in	 Lima	 [9],	 [11],	 adding	 theorists	 Bush	 [1],	Morgan	 [13],	
Ellström	 [5],	 Silva	 [17],	 Torres	 [18],	 Cohen,	 March	 &Olsen	 [2],	 Moraes	 [12],	 Nicolescu	 [14],	
D`Ambrósio	[4]	and	also	including	us,	Paniago	and	Sarmento	T.	[15].	We	have	chosen	to	present	the	








view	of	 school	 reality	does	not	make	 it	possible	 to	 capture	 the	educational	phenomena	 in	 their	










they	 are	 soaked	 in	 its	 culture	 and	 by	 a	 type	 of	 language	 linked	 to	 socio-historical	 and	 cultural	












consider	 a	multidimensional	 reality,	 structured	 in	many	 levels,	 replacing	 the	 reality	 of	 classical	
thought	of	a	single,	unidimensional	level".	[14].	Discussion	also	woven	by	us	[15].		
	
Among	 the	 theorists	who	 defend	 school	 research	 in	 this	 perspective,	 we	mention	Moraes	 [12],	
Nicolescu	 [14]	 and	 D'Ambrosio	 [4]	 when	 they	 point	 out	 the	 importance	 of	 a	 new	 approach	 in	
education	and,	in	the	way	of	knowing	aspects	related	to	school,	that	considers	all	the	dimensions	of	







"Trans"	 means	 what	 lies	 between,	 through	 the	 disciplines	 and	 beyond	 any	 discipline.	
Transdisciplinary	studies	and	research	complement	disciplinary	research,	since	while	disciplinary	
research	 focuses	on	a	 single	 level	of	 reality,	 transdisciplinarity	goes	beyond,	by	 focusing	on	 the	




In	 this	 line	of	understanding,	 transdisciplinarity	 transcends	 the	 restricted	 field	of	 application	of	
classical	science,	considering	that:	
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 By	 assuming	 a	 transdisciplinary	 posture,	 the	 researcher	 will	 break	 through,	 advance	 the	





Thus,	 in	 transdisciplinary	 research	 in	 education,	 several	 methodological	 approaches	 are	
contemplated	that	do	not	dispense	art,	imagination	and	corporeality,	as	constituent	elements,	for	
the	 exchange	 of	 	 knowledge	 inherent	 to	 the	 work	 of	 the	 scholar,	 the	 creative	 and	 the	
transdisciplinary	 researcher.	These	 complex	 realities	do	not	dispense	 the	 senses,	 affections	and	
sensibilities,	which	have	in	art,	in	spirituality,	the	food	for	the	body,	for	life,	to	say	it	and	to	reveal	it.		




















"For	all	 the	 reasons	 set	out	 above,	 it	 is	understood	 that	 a	 complex	and	multifaceted	
object	 of	 study,	 such	 as	 school,	 congruently	 requires	 a	 plural	 and	 multi-focused	
theoretical	approach,	whether	in	terms	of	analytical	approach	and	scale	of	observation,	
or	in	terms	of	theoretically	sustained	interpretation.”	[...]	[10].		













"the	 use	 of	 the	 plurality	 of	 theoretical	models	 of	 analysis	 of	 organizations	 becomes	
essential	for	a	critical	understanding	of	the	school	as	an	educational	organization	and	
its	process	of	institutionalization,	inscribed	in	the	long	term".		







we	decided	to	signal	 the	proposal	made	by	Lima	[9]	about	 the	diptych	model	 for	 the	analysis	of	








system,	 attracting	 other	 models	 of	 analysis	 that	 emphasize	 more	 the	 clarity	 of	
organizational	objectives,	the	processes	of	forecasting	and	planning,	the	strategies	of	




more	 the	 subjectivity,	 the	 uncertainty	 of	 technologies	 and	 the	 lack	 of	 clarity	 and	
consensus	of	objectives,	the	cultural	and	symbolic	dimensions	of	organizations.		
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 different	aspects	in	the	organizations,	thus	resulting	in	fragmented	interpretations.	It	then	proposes	
a	multiple	 perspective	 of	 analysis,	 integrating	and	 articulating,	 grouping	 the	 rational	 and	 social	



















of	 view	 of	 bureaucratic	 models.	 According	 to	 Lima	 [9],	 anarchy	 does	 not	 translate	 into	
disorganization,	but	represents	another	type	of	organization.	
	
The	 political	 perspective	 of	 analysis	 of	 educational	 organizations,	 focuses	 on	 aspects	 related	 to	
conflicts,	 diversity	 of	 interests	 and	 inconsistency	 of	 objectives,	 i.e.,	 the	 political	 process	 of	 the	
organization	 is	 prioritized.	 For	 Bush	 [1],	 in	 political	 models,	 organizations	 are	 arenas,	 where	
decisions	 are	 negotiated	 and	 conflict	 and	 power	 underlie	 this	 model,	 it	 is	 something	 normal,	
resulting	from	differences	of	ideas.	
	
Political	models	assume	 that	 in	organizations	policy	and	decisions	emerge	 through	a	process	of	
negotiation	 and	 bargaining.	 Interest	 groups	 develop	 and	 form	 alliances	 in	 pursuit	 of	 particular	









	From	 the	 point	 of	 view	 of	 the	 analysis	 of	 educational	 organization,	 considering	 the	 cultural	
perspective,	culture	and	the	way	it	influences	the	dynamics	of	school	organization	are	highlighted,	
because,	according	to	Torres	[18],	it	is	a	social	and	organizational	process	built	through	dialectic	













garbage	 can	 into	 which	 various	 kinds	 of	 problems	 and	 solutions	 are	 dumped	 by	
participants	as	they	are	generated.The	mix	of	garbage	in	a	single	can	depends	on	the	
mix	of	cans	available,	on	the	labels	attached	to	the	alternative	cans,	on	what	garbage	is	
currently	 being	 produced,	 and	 on	 the	 speed	 with	 which	 garbage	 is	 collected	 and	
removed	from	the	scene.	[3].	












metaphors	 such	 as:	 social	 system,	 mechanistic,	 organism,	 models	 that	 focus	 on	 aspects	 of	











organizations	 is	 an	 effective	 management	 mechanism.	 According	 to	Weber	 [21]:	 "Bureaucratic	
administration,	means,	 	 fundamentally,	 the	exercise	of	knowledge-based	domination.	That	 is	the	
trait	 that	makes	 it	 specifically	 rational"”.	 	 For	 the	author	 the	bureaucracy	 in	 the	organization	 is	
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 in	 relationships,	 are	 elements	 of	 the	 ideal	 type	 of	 bureaucracy	 presented	 by	Weber	 [19],	 [21].		
Emphasizing	that	the	author	translates	the	ideal	type	by	the	way	bureaucracy	is	employed	in	the	
organization,	that	is,	its	bureaucratic	dimensions	and	not	in	the	perspective	of	the	ideal	type	to	be	














"The	 bureaucratic	 model,	 when	 applied	 to	 the	 study	 of	 schools,	 emphasizes	 the	

















context	 of	 educational	 organizations,	 the	 various	 models	 of	 analysis	 are	 complementary	 and	















The	 diptych	 mode	 of	 operation	 proposed	 by	 Lima	 [9],	 sustained	 by	 anarchic	 and	 bureaucratic	
perspectives,	are	significant	contributions	to	the	understanding	and	interpretation	of	educational	
organizations,	however,	in	itself,	it	is	not	sufficient	for	the	study	of	the	various	multifaceted	aspects	
of	 educational	 organizations,	 which	 implies	 also	 making	 use	 of	 other	 possibilities,	 such	 as	 the	
transdisciplinary	posture,	since	it	does	not	include	rigid	methods.	On	the	contrary,	it	makes	use	of	






































Paniago, R. N., Nunes, P. G., Pamplona, R. S., Sarmento, T., & Moraes, S. S. (2020). Sociological Perspectives For The Study And Analysis Of Educational 
Organizations. Advances in Social Sciences Research Journal, 7(8) 108-117. 
 [17).	Silva,	E,	A.	Um	Olhar	Organizacional	à	luz	das	Perspectivas	de	Análise	Burocrática	e	Política,	In:	Lima,	Licínio	C.	
(Org.)		Perspectivas	de	análise	organizacional	das	escolas.	Fundação	Manuel	Leão,	2010,	p.15-58.	
[18].	Torres,	L.	L.	Cultura	organizacional	escolar:	representações	dos	professores	numa	escola	portuguesa.	Oeiras,	PT:	
Celta	Editora,	1997.	
[19].	Weber,	M.	“Os	fundamentos	da	organização	burocrática:	uma	construção	do	tipo	ideal”,	In	CAMPOS,			Edmundo	
(Org.),	(1971).	Sociologia	da	Burocracia.	Rio	de	Janeiro:	Zahar	Editores,	1971.	
[20].	Weber,	M	.Economia	e	Sociedade.	Brasília:	UnB,	1994.		
[21].Weber,	M.Ensaios	de	sociologia.	Rio	de	Janeiro:	Zahar	editores,1963.	
	
	
Acknowledgements	
To	the	Goiano	Federal	Institute	for	the	support.	
